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The Detachment meets at 1900 on the Third Monday of each month 
at  the Bacall Recreation Center located on Canal Street in  

The Villages, Florida.   
Followed by “Semper Fi Time” with Hot Dogs, Beverages, Sea and Salt 

Stories, Camaraderie, and tales of whatever comes to mind. 
New applicants should arrive NLT 1830 for processing 

 
Col. Phillip C. DeLong 

Marine Air Ace 

 
 

 

Col. Phillip C. Delong 

Marine Air Ace 

 

COMMANDANT½S MESSAGE 
 

 
Well summer is really here with temps in the 90’s and lots of thunderstorms.  Your 
new Board is busy working on a number of projects including the “Mentor” 
program that was announced at our June 21st Meeting.  We’ve also developed a 
new list of committees and opportunities within the detachment with contact 
persons for each. With a goal to get our detachment to 200 members by year-end 
we are counting on everyone to help by spreading the word to those who have not 
yet joined.  To help in those efforts we will be establishing an Incentive program 
for recruiting that will allow members to receive items like “Red Satin USMC” 
Jackets for being the top recruiter for the year and quarterly awards and 
recognition as well. 
 
Another change for the coming year will be to introduce special guest speakers 
from the VA and other appropriate organizations to share with the membership, 
benefits and ideas that can help them with the claims process.  We’ll also invite 
leaders of the other Veteran’s Organizations like the American Legion, The VFW, 
The DAV and Vietnam Veterans of America to tell their story and why it is 
important for us all to work together as veterans. 
 
Another idea shared by the Board was to profile members in the monthly 
newsletter, and at meetings.  If you’d like to share a bit of your experiences in the 
Marine Corps or as a Navy Corpsman and have pictures and memorabilia, we’d like 
to know so we can profile you in an upcoming meeting.  Beginning with our July 
Meeting, we will profile a member and have a table available for that member to 
display and discuss his/her memorabilia.  Please contact Editor Lee Radford or 
myself if you’d like to participate? 
 
Lastly, I’d like to solicit your help by asking that if you have something that you 
wish to share with the membership that you submit it the Lee Radford no later 
than the first Monday of the month so he can get it in the newsletter.  It would be 
great if we could input from all members who have something to share.   
 
Semper Fidelis, 
 

Jack 
 

 



 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devil Dogs  
  

Several of Pound  335õs Dogs were elevated to Devil Dog at the 

Department  Convention recently. Congratulations  to Angelo Grotticelli , 

Phil  Riggins and John  Verville. May  you have many good sniffs and fire 

plug relaxations as you prepare for the next level.  

 

Devil Dog Meeting times have changed. The meetings  will be held on the 

1
st

 Monday of the month in September, December, February and May at 

the  Bacall Recreation Center from 1700 to 2040.   

 

The Dogs will hold elections  at the  6 September meeting so you mutts 

who are qualified and aspire to being a doggy leader please bone up on 

the Bylaws, Size of the Fire Plug, Doggie Bag sizes, etc.  

 

Chaplainõs Corner 
 

 

June 25th was the 60th anniversary of the start of the Korean War. It has been called the 
άCƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ²ŀǊέ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ŀǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
gotten involved, however; two very good things happened because of our involvement. 
 
First the Republic of South Korea was saved from communism and has become one of our 
strongest allies. 
 
Second our beloved Marine Corps was saved from elimination! Just prior to the start of 
the war, Congress was debating the need for a Marine Corps. We would be integrated 
into the Army and that is all our nation would need as a military ground force. Within 40 
Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ CƛŦǘƘ aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǳǎŀƴ ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊ ǇƭǳƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ 
defensive positions. Within another 40 days our First Marine Division would land at 
LƴŎƘƻƴΣ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ {Ŝƻǳƭ ƛƴ мн ŘŀȅǎΦ άbŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴέ 
would there be a question if our country needed a Marine Corps. 
 
Please remember and pray for those who preserved our Heritage 60 years ago. 
 

Ralph Hoffmann 
Chaplain 

 

Ladies Auxiliary  
 

The President of the Auxiliary is now a member  of the Detachment 

Board . These meetings will enhance and create a better  

communication between the Detachment and the MCLA.  

 

A card party is being hosted by the MCLA on 20 October at the Lake 

Miona Recreation Center from 1 100 to 1425  with box lunches from  

TooJayôs. Contact one of the MCLA members for tickets . 

 

The ne x t meeting of the MCLA will be held  on 19 July 2010 at 1900 in 

The BaCall Recreation Center.  



              

 

             

           

        

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoop and Poop  
and happenings from around the Detachment  

from 
Sgt Guiness (left) and Semper Fi (right)  

  

OORAH !!!!! 

 

 

Our Rose Program will be held on 8/9 October 2010 under the superb direction 

of Chaplain Ralph Hoffman. We will need a lot of volunteers for this so please 

mark your calendars early. It is NEVER too early to sign up. Contact Ralph at 

352-259-6006 or sign up on the sheets at the back table at our regular meeting. 

 

Veteransô Grave Medallion Available for Order 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs announced on 29 June that the Department of Veterans Affairs is offering 

bronze medallions to attach to existing, privately purchased headstones or markers, signifying a deceased’s 

status as a Veteran. 

For Veterans not buried in a National or State Cemetery, or those without a government grave marker, the VA is 

pleased to offer this option that headlights their service and sacrifices for our Country. 

The new item can be furnished instead of a traditional government headstone or marker for Veterans whose 

death occurred on or after 1 Nov 1990, and whose grave in a private cemetery is marked with a privately 

purchased headstone or marker. 

Under federal  law, eligible veterans buried in a private cemetery are entitled to either a government furnished 

grave marker or the new medallion, but not both. Veterans buried in a National or State Veterans Cemetery will 

receive a government headstone or marker of the standard size authorized at that cemetery. 

The new medallion is available in three sizes: 5 inches, 3 inches and 1-1/2 inches in width. Each bronze 

medallion features the image of a folded flag adorned with laurels and is inscribed with the word “Veteran” at 

the top and the branch of service at the bottom. 

Next of kin will receive the medallion, along with a kit that will allow the family or the staff of a private cemetery 

to affix the medallion to a headstone, grave marker, mausoleum or columbarium niche cover. 

More information about VA furnished headstones, markers and medallions can be found at 

www.cem.va.gov/hm/hmtype.asp 

Source of above: Air force Retiree News Service 

 

 

 

http://www.cem.va.gov/hm/hmtype.asp


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECRUITING CHALLENGE 
 

Our new Commandant has set out the challenge to increase our membership to 200 

fold by year end. Time is flying so we need to move out post haste to obtain this goal.  

 

The Detachment has developed an outstandi ng brochure for you to use in your 

recruiting efforts. The kit will include an application.  

 

Roger Carigann has been appointed Development Officer to honcho this activity as 

well as the mentor program. Roger has been a leading recruiter since our inception  

and is Point of Contact for the recruiting packages.  

 

Subject to approval of the Board of Trustees (BOT), Lee Radford, one of our Past 

Commandants, will  sponsor a plague or trophy for the top recruiter of the year. 

Radford is a former DI and was assigned to a Recruiting Station during his career.  

 

 

 

New Marine Corps Table at American Legion 

During a visit by some of our members to the Post 347 of The American Legion recently it was 

noted that there were tables with Army, Navy and Air Force tops but no Marine table. Inquiring 

why, these Marines of Detachment 1267 found that the tables cost $350. An immediate response 

to this critical situation was the collection of funds from those in attendance. With application in 

hand and $150 short, the Commandant was presented an anomalous $150 so we could get our 

table. Hence, we now have a table at the Legion along with our fellow services. 

As another matter of importance at Legion Post 347 is the lack of Marine memorabilia on the 

walls. For those of us who want to donate or “lend” appropriate items to garnish the walls please 

contact Tom Murphy, Post Commander at 352-750-2099. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

Objective One 
Take out this old Dugout 

On 16 June Members of the Detachment 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ 

.ŀōȅ .ƻƻƳŜǊǎ /ƭǳōέ DƻƭŦ /ŀǊǘ tƻƪŜǊ wǳƴΦ !ǎ ŀ 

result of this effort, the Club pledged $500 to 

the 2010 Toys for Tots campaign. Thanks to 

those pictured on the left for this great effort. 

Detachment Members split forces 

on 1 July to attend two functions.  

The Detachment conducted its first 

full funeral service for Captain Fred 

Fuchs, USMC. Fred was a charter 

member of  the Detachment. The 

service was handled exceptionally 

well and a άWell Doneέ to our Color 

Guard, participants and attendees. 

The family was extremely pleased 

and it was a pleasure to take part in 

the assignment. Other members 

traveled to Tampa International 

Airport to gather with other 

Detachments and Department 

officials for the dedication of an 

American  flag that had been flown 

over Mount Suribachi .  

Jim Skinner 
Iwo Jima Warrior 

OLD CELL PHONES  

If you have any old cell phones you want to get rid of 

bring them to a meeting and give them to Lee Radford 

who in turn will get them into a recycle program. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Newsletter Editor regrets the late publication of this newsletter however a combination of 

events has impacted its timing. The Editor has taken a Secretary/Treasurer slot with the Florida 

Chapter of The Marine Corps Mustang Association and along with some VA paperwork and hosting 

an out of state supporter of our T4T Golf Tournament things got delayed. Hopefully we will be back 

on schedule this month with the Newsletter coming out shortly after the July meeting. 

Semper Fi 

G. Lee Radford 

Newsletter Editor 

 


