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Toys for Tots 2010 
Dan Smyczynyski 

 
 

OOORAH 
 
 

 
 

/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŀƴǘΩǎ Message 
 

We entered our first Chili Contest on 6 February and while the wind did not want 
to cooperate and some emergency repairs were made to a gas tank, we did as 
Marines always do, we improvised and with significant success for our initial 
endeavor. We took third place for our chili and second place for our setup and 
façade (HQ- Fire In The Hole Brigade) we named it. End result was two trophies 
and $200 in prize money.  Thanks to Bealls Department Stores for the loan of a 
manikin ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ƛƴ WƛƳ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƧŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪǳŘƻǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳǊ Ŏƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
rest of the members that took part in the setting up, serving and pack out of our 
gear. We look forward to the next contest with first place trophies in out sniper 
sights. Let me also remind all of you  that I need the names of the members 
attending the Spring Conference in Orlando so I can put you on the delegate list 
and pay your registration fee, also; those who will be attending Leadership 
School. Contact me at topski@embarqmail.com. For information on the 
conference, location, schedules, etc. go to the Department WEB site at 
www.mcfla.org  
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Woof Woof 
 
 

 
 

The Detachment meets at 1900 on the Third Monday of each month 
at  the Bacall Recreation Center located on Canal Street in The 

Villages, Florida.   
Followed by άSemper Fi Timeέ with Hot Dogs, Beverages, Sea and Salt 

Stories, Camaraderie, and tales of whatever comes to mind. 
New applicants should arrive NLT 1830 for processing 

 
Col. Phillip C. DeLong 

Marine Air Ace 

 
 

 

Col. Phillip C. Delong 

Marine Air Ace 

 

Chaplainõs Corner 
 

The Detachment again reaches out to the community to support the 
repair and renovation ƻŦ [ŀŘȅ [ŀƪŜΩǎ Little League fields. In early 

March volunteer members of the League will contribute their time 
and effort to this worthy ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ aŀǊƛƴŜǎΣ 

I am confident that these fields will take on new meaning to our 
young people and their parents. 

 
Our Ocala Soup Kitchen volunteers can always use more Marines. 

We embark from The Villages twice a month to help those less 
fortunate than ourselves. If you would like to join us in this effort, 
please contact me, Ralph Hoffmann, at frhof3132@comcast.net for 

details and dates. 
 

I also want to thank the membership for their calls, cards and 
concern during Francis and my recent surgery recoveries. We are 

both doing fine.  
 

MGySgt Ralph Hoffmann 
Chaplain 

 
 

 
 

mailto:topski@embarqmail.com
http://www.mcfla.org/
mailto:frhof3132@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

             

           

        

 

            

 

 

 

 

Devil Dogs  
 

Pack 335 Devil Dogs will be meeting on 27 February at 1500 in the Bacall 

Recreation Center located on Canal Street in The Villages. If you have been in the 

MCL for one or more years (whether of not it is the with The Villages Detachment or 

some other detachment) you are eligible to be invited to join the Devil Dogs and have 

some grab ass fun while supporting  the Dogs contribution to a BGHKCQDM½R hospital 

each year.  

 

The next meeting of the Ladies Auxiliary will be 

held on 15 March  2010 at the Bacall Recreation 

Center on Canal Street in the Villages at 1900.  

 

 

Marine 4 life  
Entrepreneurship  

Bootcamp for veterans wi th  disabilities  
 

This Entrepreneurship  Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabilities  (EBV)  offers cutting edge 
training  in small business management to post 9/11 vets in all the aspects of running 

your own business. It is free of cost and is offered through a national partnership at some 
of the leading and outstanding Business Colleges including The Whitman School of 

Management at Syracuse University, UCLA Anderson School of Management, Florida State 
UniÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÏÆ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȟ -ÁÙÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 4ÅØÁÓ !Ǫ-, The University of 
Connecticut School of Business and the Krannert School of Management at Purdue 
University. Eligible  candidates are veterans with a service connected disability  as 

designated  by the VA or DOD and have a compassion for entrepreneurship . This is a 
golden opportunity for vets and if you have knowledge of anyone that meets the criteria 

of eligibility  we encourage you to get this  information to them ASAP. For specific 
applications, v isit Whitman.syr.edu/ebv  or apply on line.  

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
%ÌÌÉÅ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ 

EBV Program Coordinator  
Whitman School of Management  
721 University Avenue, Suite 415  

Syracuse, NY 13244-2450  
Phone: 315-443-6007  

Email: ebvinfo@syr.edu  
 

 
 

 

mailto:ebvinfo@syr.edu


 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY  

COLUMBUS  

DAY  

Traditional Birthday cake is 
served to the youngest and 

oldest Marine and the Guest of 
Honor by Commandant 

Smyczynski 

Guest Speaker LtCdr 
Tony Goiran, USN, 

speaks of the 
outstanding exploits 

and courage of Marines 

DD-214ôs now Online 

Veterans who need a copy of their DD-214 can now get them online. Go to 

http://vetrecs.archives.gov/  to get this service. This system enhances the ability for veterans and 

families to get necessary documents in a fast and efficient manner. Please pass this along to veterans 

ÁÎÄ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÍÁÌ 

course of things. For members who served prior to the implementation of the DD-214 you can 

download Form 180 and other documents at this site for submission to the proper authority to 

applicable records. 

 

US Savings Bonds 

The US Treasury has reported that there is nearly $17 BILLION dollars in unclaimed Series E 

Savings Bonds purchased between 1941 and 1980. Many of us in this detachment remember 

when we bought stamps for our bond books as kids in WWII and turned them in for bonds or 

rolled up our tin foil from chewing gum etc. to turn in and it was expected that you take out a 

bond each month while serving on active duty during the Cold War, Korea and RVN as well 

as the payroll deduction plans in industry. Well, the Government is holding this money so if 

you maybe forgot you have some of these or have lost or misplaced them or bought them for 

your kids and relatives there is now a method to follow up on the bond issues. To begin with 

the House and the Senate have introduced bills (H.R 3198 and S.827) to have State Treasury 

Departments assist in finding the owners. To see if you own any of these bonds you can visit 

Treasury Hunt on the US Treasury WEB site at 

http://treasurydirect.gov/indiv/tools/tools.treasuryhunt.htm  

   Source of info: MOAA Magazine Feb 2010 

Vietnam Veterans 

Chapter 1036 of the Vietnam Veterans of America meets the 1st Tuesday of each 
month at The Lake Miona Recreation Center.  The Villages, at 1900 in the 

Intrepid Room. 
 

Membership Sign Up is 1800 ɀ 1845. You will need your DD -214 and $20.00  

Please pass the information to the RVN Veterans of all services you come in contact 

with and help the Chapter grow it ranks.  

Additional information and details contact  Jim Payne at  

jimpayne22@aol.com   

 

http://vetrecs.archives.gov/
http://treasurydirect.gov/indiv/tools/tools.treasuryhunt.htm
mailto:Jimpayne22@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoop and Poop  
and happenings from around the Detachment  

from 
Sgt Guiness (left) and Semper Fi (right)  

  

OORAH 

 

 
2009 

Dragon Boats  

Our Dragon Boat Team is coming along in typical Marine Corps outstanding fashion with training both on and off 
the water. Everyone is putting on some muscle and some are taking off some weight. A win-win situation for all. 
At this time our team is considered to be the Number 2  Senior Team in Florida. On 26/27 February the team will 
likely come head to head with the Number 1 Senior Team in the state in Cape Coral and we all look forward to an 
astounding win. The team has joined the Eastern Regional Dragon Boat Association and has been asked to 
compete in the National Championships in Chattanooga, TN, where they will compete in the Grand Master 
Division (age 50 and over). We can man a boat to compete in the Seniors Grand Master Division (age 60 and over) 
BUT there are not enough teams in that Division to compete. Our team will compete in nine races at National: two 
at 200 meters, two at 500 meters, and two at 1000 meters. Points are awarded for each race for an overall 
tournament point total for the Championship. The team looks for our support to cheer them on. The next event is 
20 February in Tampa. Also they will be holding a garage sale to raise funds on 6 March. See the next page for 
planned schedule of races and events. Contact Boat Captain Lee Cerovac at leeandbillie@comcast.net for 
additional details and information. The team is self funded without financial support from the Detachment and 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŀǘƘŜǊƴŜŎƪ 5ǊŀƎƻƴ .ƻŀǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ 
paddlers to augment an already powerful contingent. If you know of someone who would like to try out for the 
team, please contact Lee.  

Dra gon Boat Schedule  

20 Feb           Mini Regatta ς Tampa, FL 
26/27 Feb     Race - Cape Coral, FL  (BEAT THE # 1 TEAM) 
6 Mar             Garage Sale for Funding  
                        (Contact Lee Cerovac for time &   location) 
20 Mar           Mini Regatta ς Tampa, FL 
16/17 Apr     Race ς Tavares, FL  (Where it all started last year) 
1 May       Race ς Tampa, FL  (Biggest Fl Race of the Year) 
26 Jun            Race ς Knoxville, TN 
26/27 Jul       National Championships ς Chattanooga, TN 
11 Sep           Race ς Johnson City, TN 
25 Sep           Race ς Deerfield Beach, FL 
2 Oct              Philadelphia, PA (The largest race in North America  
                                                                           with over 160 teams) 
6 Oct              Disney Invitational 
20 Nov          10 Man Boat Races ς Deerfield Beach, FL 
TBD 2010      Race ς Miami, FL 
 
For more information or to join the team as a paddler or as a support member contact 

Lee Cerovac 
                                                                            

 

 

 

Lee Cerovac 
Dragon Boat Captain 

ά²Ƙƻ ǎŀȅǎ ŀ tƛƭƻǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
and drive a Dragon Boat. Little different 

ǘƘŀƴ ŀ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΗέ 

mailto:leeandbillie@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILI CONTEST IS SUCCESSFUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quartermaster 

Report 

Youthful Toys for Tots Volunteer 

Receives Distinguished Citizen Award 
 

Fourteen year old Kinue Marcinowski receives the Distinguished Citizen 
Award (Bronze) for her work with the 2009 Barnes and Noble T4T  
Book Drive.  Kinue raised $72 in cash and at the end of her tour she 
matched the same amount out of pocket and went on to buy yet more 
books for the program. Her award reads in part that spirit and concern 
for children in need went above and beyond the normal expectations of 
her service to the League. 
 

NO!!! The pictures of Marilyn Monroe are 
not for sale. How about some Gung Ho 

stuff instead 

The Quartermaster has some real 

fine stuff. Shipping and handling 

are included in the price. If there 

is something special you are 

looking for, let Jim Coleman know 

and he will track it down for you. 

Also, you might want to be 

absolutely certain you have your 

Detachment Challenge Coin 

before the next social function. 

The Detachment took Second Place for their Bunker Design and Third Place 

for their Chili at the Lake Sumter Landing Chili Cook Off on 6 February. The 

ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘΣ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ άƘŜƭƭ-of-a-

ƭƻǘέ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜΦ ! ǿŜŜƪ ǇǊƛƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƴƪŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 

the morning of the contest moved to Lake Sumter. Likewise, members 

gathered on 5 February to shop for vittles ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝǘ W!DΩǎ 

home to cut up vegetables, meat, peppers, onions (tears included) and 

other items. We are glad to report that no fingers or body parts ended up 

in the Chili thanks to Joe Olimpio who would not issue any grog until the 

chopping was done. 



Chili Photos  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ñFire in The Holeò Chili Brigade  
HQ 

Det 1267 Chili Brigade 

Brigade Beverage of the Day WOW OH WOW !!!!!!!! 
GOOD!!!  GOOD!!!! GOOD !!!!! 

 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳȅΦ ²ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 
a word and I am explaining the Old Old 

Corps to him and how Marines took 
care of the above situation in WWII. 

NO!  NO!  NO! 
Cut the peppers!!! Not JŀŎƪΧΦΦ Attn All Marines ς Stand By -  The 

Public is charging our position with 
spoons and cups to get Chili 

YouΩre right! 
I have not 
found any 
body parts. 
Certainly 
Italians 

know how to 
cook Chili 
 (I think) 

I may 
look like 
a Dummy 
but my 
Gunny 
tells me 
women 
like the 
quiet 
type. 

Well Done 

Chili Volunteers 

Get ready for next year 


